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St. Ignatius College 

Boys Secondary School, Ħandaq 

Half-Yearly Examination 2012 

 

FORM 2         English Language   Time: 2 hours 

 

 

Name ________________________                                                    Class: ____________ 

 

Section A: Grammar                                                                                               (15 marks) 

 

A. Read this information taken from a clothing company’s website.   Fill in with the 

correct form of the verbs in brackets.  The first two have been done for you.                                                                                                                             

            (5 marks)  

At McGonnels we (0) sell (sell) clothing and textiles. We are well-known for women’s 

clothes and our new fashion store, MG’s, which (1) is expanding (expand) steadily. Our 

customers (2) ___________________________ (rely) on us for quality fashions at low prices 

that (3)___________________________ (let) them shop with confidence. Sales through 

McGonnelsdirect.com (4) ___________________________ (grow) fast, at an average of 

20% per year. This (5) ___________________________ (make) us one of the UK’s most 

successful online clothing businesses. We also (6) ___________________________ 

(produce) a monthly online magazine for teenagers with articles on fashion, gossip, 

competitions, and much more! 

B. Read the story about Timothy the tortoise and fill in with one of the following 

relative pronouns (they may be used more than once). The first one has been done for 

you.                                             (5 marks) 

who                which           whose         when                 where 

 

Timothy the tortoise was about 160 years old (0) when he died at his home near Exeter in 

November 2005. Timothy, (1) ___________________  early life was spent at sea, was 

thought to be the oldest resident in Britain at the time.  
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He was found by a British naval officer, Captain John Courtenay Everard, on a Portuguese 

ship in 1854. Everard, (2) ___________________  was a relative of the Earl of Devon, 

adopted him and he became the mascot on a series of British ships for nearly forty years. In 

1892 he went to live at Powderham Castle, (3) ___________________  is the historic home 

of the Earls of Devon, and in 1935 he was given a home in the castle’s rose garden.  

Throughout his long life, Timothy showed a keen instinct for survival. During the Second 

World War, he felt the vibrations from the bombs that the Germans were dropping on Exeter 

and made his own air-raid shelter under some steps. He was also very healthy, never needing 

to see a vet until the last year of his life. At the time of his death, Timothy was owned by 

Lady Gabrielle Courtenay, (4) ___________________  is the aunt of the current Earl of 

Devon. Lady Devon also lives at Powderham, (5) ___________________  Timothy was 

given a family funeral and was buried in the grounds of the castle. 

 

 

C. Fill in the blanks with a suitable word.   The first one has been done for you.                      

           (5 marks) 

 

Halfway to the store, a man walked by with two (0) angry dogs that kept growling at me and 

yanking their chains. “Don’t worry,” the man assured me. “They won’t hurt you; they’re (1) 

_________________ dogs.” I decided to (2) __________________ to the other side of the 

street, just in case. I wasn’t going to let anything ruin my day. Just as I reached the other side 

of the street, a bus roared by, splashing the water from a puddle (3)_____________________ 

my clothes.   

By the time I reached Mr. Gordon’s store, my feet were aching and my clothes were ruined. I 

sat down on a bench outside the store to rub my feet. I felt so (4) ___________________ that 

I almost cried. But I knew I had to keep going; Mr. Gordon was depending on me. I finally 

stood up and pulled on the door to the store, but it did not open. Then I noticed that it was 

dark inside the store, and a sign was posted on the door: CLOSED DUE TO POWER CUT! I 

sat back down on the bench. What a(an) (5) __________________ day! 
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Section B – Reading Comprehension                                                                     (20 marks) 

                    Passage 1 

1. Write whether the following statements are true or false. Give a reason for your 

answer by quoting from the passage.                                                              (4 marks) 

a. The ring tone cannot be used for text messages. 

____________,_____________________________________________________ 

b. All adults over 25 years are unable to hear the ring tone. 

____________,_____________________________________________________ 

c. The sound called Mosquito was initially invented to annoy teenagers and not 

adults.  

____________,_____________________________________________________ 

d. Schools employ lots of young teachers so that they are able to hear the ring tone. 

____________,_____________________________________________________ 

 

Answer the following questions: 

2. How did Donna Lewis test the ring tone?                                                       (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. What was the sound created by the Welsh security company used for in the 

beginning?                                                                                                    (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. What did Mr Morris and his business partner decide to do?                            (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

5. a. Does David Herzka use his mobile phone in class?   _________________ (1 mark)                        

b. Who did he create the ring tone for?   _____________________________ (1 mark) 
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6. Give the meaning of the following words as used in the passage.                   (2 marks) 

a. keepers (para.1): ________________________________________________ 

b. detected (para. 2): ________________________________________________ 

c. gradually (para. 4): ________________________________________________ 

d. annoy (para. 9): ________________________________________________ 

7. What do the following words refer to?                                                            (2 marks) 

a. I  (para. 3): _____________________________________________________ 

b. she  (para. 3): _____________________________________________________ 

c. them  (para. 6): _____________________________________________________ 

d. that  (para. 8): _____________________________________________________ 

Passage 2 

Look at passage two and answer the following questions. 

1. How old do you have to be in order to hear the ring tone? ____________ (1 mark) 

2. What is the frequency of the new text-message ring tone? ____________ (1 mark) 

3. Can a 40-year-old hear the highest note on a piano?  ________________  (1 mark) 

4. What is the name of the newspaper that this passage was taken from? 

__________________________________                                                  (1 mark)  
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Section C – Literature                                                                                             (20 marks) 

 

A. Poetry                                                                                                                    (10 marks) 

 

Unprepared Text 

 

Answer all questions. 

 

Ocean is as one with the world 
 

As I stare out into the sea,  

I can feel the soft oceans breeze 

the warmth from the sun 

the grass dances with the whistling wind 

the ocean is filled with thoughts 

and mysteries,  

I feel the cool water 

the ocean is alive filled with lost souls 

washing emotions up onto the shore 

My feet sink in the softness of the sand 

The ocean is made up of dreams 

and achievements,  

My mind lies in the heart of the ocean 

The rocks are bones 

Out in the open the waves settle and 

wait for their attack,  

I feel as one with the ocean  

as the ocean feels like one 

with the world.  

Izabelle Sheridan 

1. The poem is about:          (2 marks) 

a. pebbles on a beach 

b. a sailing boat crashing into waves 

c. a person admiring the ocean 

 

2. How many verses are there in the poem?      (1 mark) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Are there any rhyming words in the poem?     (1 mark) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. “Whistling wind” is an example of a/an: (Underline the correct answer)   (2 marks) 

 

a. Simile 

b. Onomatopoeia 

c. Alliteration  

 

3. Copy TWO personifications found in this poem.      (2 marks) 

(a) ________________________________________________________________________ 

(b) ________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why do you think that the speaker feels “one with the ocean”?       (2 marks) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Prose/Drama                                                                                                         (10 marks) 

 

Unprepared Prose Text 

 

Answer all questions. 

 

When I arrive in the morning with my usual 

four minutes to spare, there they all are, good, 

solid, steadfast people, standing in their right 

places with their right umbrellas and hats and 

ties and faces and their newspapers under their 

arms, as unchanged and unchangeable through 

the years as the furniture in my own living-

room, I like that. 
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I also like my corner seat by the window and 

reading The Times to the noise and motion of the 

train. This part of it lasts thirty-two minutes and it 

seems to soothe both my brain and my fretful old 

body like a good long massage. Believe me, 

there’s nothing like routine and regularity for 

preserving one’s peace of mind. I have now made 

this morning journey nearly ten thousand times in 

all, and I enjoy it more and more every day. Also, I have become a sort of clock. I can tell at 

once if we are running two, three, or four minutes late, and I never have to look up to know 

which station we are stopped at.  

 

The walk at the other end from Cannon Street to my office is neither too long nor too short – 

a healthy little perambulation along streets crowded with fellow commuters all proceeding to 

their places of work on the same orderly schedule as myself. It gives me a sense of assurance 

to be moving among these dependable, dignified people who stick to their jobs and don’t go 

gallivanting about all over the world. Their lives, like my own, are regulated nicely by the 

minute hand of an accurate watch, and very often our paths cross at the same times and places 

on the street each day. 
 

(Adapted from Roald Dahl’s ‘The Skin’) 

 

1.   What does the repetition of the word right in the first paragraph indicate in the passage?  

(1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.   What does the author compare the people at the station to? What is his reason for doing 

so?            (1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.    Why is time mentioned regularly in the passage?     (1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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4.    Write THREE things that you learn about the speaker of the passage.   (3 marks) 

 

a. _________________________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________________________ 

c. _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.   The speaker enjoys the morning journey more and more every day because: (underline 

the correct answer)          (1 mark) 

       

a. he likes routine and peace of mind. 

b. he is a clock. 

c. he sits down wherever he like on the train.  

 

6.    From the third paragraph, which word can be used instead of exact.      (1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.   Find and copy a phrase from the third paragraph to show that the speaker is particular and 

exact.            (2 marks) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Section D – Composition                  (25 marks) 

 

Write between 110 – 150 words about ONE of the following: 

 

1. Famous Person of the Month.  Write an article for a magazine to describe one of the most 

famous people amongst your friends at school. 

 

2. Write a letter to your friend to tell him all about an important event that is organised every 

year in your town or village.    

 

3. Continue the story: 

 

A sudden noise behind me told me a car was about to pass, and I moved off the road.  The car 

stopped and…. 

 

 


